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SUBJECT: CALL OF INDIAN EMBASSY DCM VENKATESWARAN ON DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY DUBS 

1 . INDIAN EMBASSY DCM A.P. VENKATESWARAN, ACCOMPANIED BY 
EMBASSY POLITICAL OFFICER RAJAN, CALLED ON NEA DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY DUBS APRIL 8 FOR A DISCUSSION OF ASPECTS 
OF OUR SOUTH ASIA ARMS POLICY AND SEVERAL OTHER MATTERS 
AFFECTING INDO-U.S. RELATIONS. HIGHLIGHTS FOLLOW. 

2. U.S. ARMS AND BANGLADESH. AFTER REFERRING TO "REPORTS" 
(PROBABLY THE RECENT LEW SIMONS ARTICLE IN THE WASHINGTON 
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POST) THAT BANGLADESH WAS SEEKING U.S. ARMS SUPPLIES AND 
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COMMENTING THAT, IF TRUE, "THE POLITICAL CONNOTATIONS AND 
OVERTONES WOULD CONCERN US", VENKATESWARAN INQUIRED ABOUT 
PRESENT U.S. ARMS POLICY TOWARD BANGLADESH. DUBS REPLIED 
THAT USG DOES NOT WANT TO BECOME AN ARMS SUPPLIER TO BDG. 

OUR MAIN INTEREST IN BANGLADESH IS HUMANITARIAN AS REFLECTED 
IN OUR ECONOMIC AID AND FOOD ASSISTANCE. 

3. DUBS FURTHER EXPLAINED THAT THERE HAD BEEN SOME DIS- 
CUSSIONS IN DACCA ABOUT BDG ARMS NEEDS BUT THAT THE USG HAD 
NO REQUESTS FOR SPECIFIC ITEMS. WHILE WE DID NOT SEEK TO 

BE AN ARMS SUPPLIER. WE WOULD CONSIDER COMMERCIAL SALES FOR 

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT FOR INTERNAL 
SECURITY PURPOSES. IN REPLY TO VENKATESWARAN'S QUERY AS 
TO WHETHER THE BDG'S OBTAINING MONEY FROM "ELSEWHERE" 

MIGHT INFLUENCE OUR COMMERCIAL LICENSING POLICY, DUBS SAID 
THAT ALL LICENSING WOULD BE IN ACCORD WITH OUR STATED 
POLICY. 

4. U.S. ARMS AND PAKISTAN. AT VENKATESWARAN’S REQUEST, 

DUBS WENT OVER USG SOUTH ASIA ARMS POLICY CITING BASIC 
GUIDELINES ANNOUNCED IN FEBRUARY 1975 AND FURTHER EXPLAIN- 
ING THAT IN MAKING ANY DECISIONS WE WOULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNT 
THE AMOUNT OF ARMS BEING SENT INTO SOUTH ASIA FROM OUT- 
SIDE AND THE LEGITIMATE DEFENSE REQUIREMENTS OF THE REGION'S 
COUNTRIES. 

5. VENKATESWARAN ASKED ABOUT THE PAK AIR FORCE TEAM'S 
FACTORY INSPECTION OF THE A-7, A-4, AND F-5E. DUBS EXPLAIN 

ED THAT BOTH GOP AND U.S. MANUFACTURERS FULLY UNDERSTOOD 
THAT VISITS DID NOT REPRESENT A USG DECISION TO PERMIT 
SALE OF THE AIRCRAFT INVOLVED AND THAT NO SALES REQUESTS 
WERE PENDING. IN REPLY TO A QUESTION, DUBS ADDED THAT THE 
INDIANS WERE WELCOME TO LOOK OVER THE AIRCRAFT, TOO, IF 
THEY WISHED. 

6. SIMLA PROCESS. APPARENTLY STUNG BY COMMENTS IN SENATOR 
MCGOVERN'S REPORT ON HIS SOUTH ASIA VISIT RELEASED APRIL 7 
THAT HE WAS SORRY NOT TO FIND THE SAME CONCILIATORY ATTI 
TUDE ON NORMALIZATION IN INDIA THAT HE FOUND IN PAKISTAN, 
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VENKATESWARAN ASKED WHETHER STATE DEPARTMENT HAD SA;E 
IMPRESSION. DUBS REFERRED TO APPARENT INDIAN FOOT-DRAGG- 
ING ON REACHING A CIVIL AVIATION AGREEMENT WITH PAKS AND 
GOES RELUCTANCE TO RESUME DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. 
VENKATESWARAN DISPUTED THIS, AND TO LATTER POINT ASSERTED 
THAT A RESTORATION OF RELATIONS SHOULD HAVE A "MEANINGFUL 
PURPOSE" AND SHOULD "CROWN NORMALIZATION". 
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7. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY. VENKATESWARAN INFORMED US THAT 
GOI HAS REVOKED PASSPORT OF JANA SANGH RAJYA SABHA MEMBER 
SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY WHO OF LATE HAS BEEN LECTURING IN U.S. 
AGAINST EMERGENCY. HE SAID THAT SWAMY HAS BEEN MAKING 
"ALL KINDS OF MOST PECULIAR CHARGES" ABOUT ALLEGED TORTURE 
AND MISTREATMENT OF GOI'S OPPONENTS IN INDIA AND THAT THE 
GOI COULD NOT "UNDERSTAND. APPRECIATE OR TOLERATE" HIS 
ACTIVITIES HERE WHICH WERE "POISONING" FRIENDLY INDO-U.S. 
RELATIONS. VENKATESWARAN SAID EMBASSY HAD SENT DEPARTMENT 
A NOTE ASKING THAT "NO SERVICES BE RENDERED" ON SWAMY'S 
PASSPORT. WE OFFERED TO CHECK INTO CASE BUT DID NOT FURTH- 
ER COMMIT OURSELVES. (RAJAN TOLD US LATER THAT GOI'S 
ULTIMATE INTENTION WAS TO TRY TO BRING ABOUT SWAMY'S RE- 
TURN TO INDIA.) 

8. CHICAGO CONSULATE GENERAL. VENKATESWARAN SAID THAT 
THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE HAD RAISED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 
COSTS INVOLVED IN OPENING A CONSULATE GENERAL IN CHICAGO. 
PLANS ARE BEING HELD IN ABEYANCE UNTIL THE ISSUE IS RE- 
SOLVED. 

9. WE ARE POUCHING COPIES OF SENATOR MCGOVERN'S REPORT ON 
HIS SOUTH ASIA TRIP. KISSINGER 
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